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- FORMER Plymouth = MP
Baroness Fookes h4s joined
the fight to stop Seaton Pool
being closed.

Plymouth City Council’s Labour
cabinet members agreed in Novem-
ber to close the pool after hearing
that the facility was. costing the
council £160,0600 a year. -

Lady Fookes, formerly MP for
Plymouth Drake and an Honorary
_ Freeman of the city, has résponded
" torequests from city residents ask-
ing for her support.-

She said: “Frankly I am appalled

at the prospect of Seaton Pool being

closed when swimming facilities in
the city have been inadequate for
-many years. - :

© “T am all in favour of the building
of a 50-metre swimming pool to
Olympic standaids in Central Park
and indeed I campaigned for such a
pool, wholly without suceess, in my
- last years as-an MP.

“However, the pool is not yet up
and running and until that time, it
is vital that the existing pools are
" kept open.

““Even then, I would regard hav-

- ing satellite pools around the city as

an ideal, rather than total reliance

Ei}mn any one pool, however splen-
id.”

The pool is to close in April, and

the council has no plans to build
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another one in the north of the

city. ‘
Instead, it plans to move schools

and clubs which use Seaton to other

pools, including those at Central

Park and at the College of St Mark

and St John in Derriford.

Lady Fookes said: “I would cer-
tainly welcome any offer by the
College of St Mark and St John to
allow community use of its pool, but

I would not regard that as a sub-

stitute for the closure of Seaton
?001.» . .

She added: “I am making my
views very strongly known to the
city council and to the South West

Regional Development Ageney and -

I hope that these two bodies be-
tween them can contrive a solution

- for the short and medium term.”

The Seaton Pool site is owned by
the South West of England Re-
gional Development Agency, which

. has{old the council it wants the site

back.
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