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Councll decision 'does not fit W|th obesny strategy

THE Government has
been challenged over how
the controversial closure
of a city sw1mmmg pool
fits in with its declared
aim of tackling health
and obesity problems.

The city council’s ‘move to
shut Seaton Pool, which has
sparked public  outrage, was
raised with Ministers by Tory
MP for South West Devon Gary
Streeter.

But the Government said the
decision was a matter for the
council, and highlighted assur-
ances given that users would
have access to alternative fa-
cilities.

A report published this week
shows obesity nationally has in-
creased from 9.6. per cent of
youngsters. in 1995 to 13.7 per
cent in 2003,

The council’s Labour cabinet
members agreed in November

by NICK LESTER

Parliamentary Cbrreépbndent o

to close the pool aﬁ:er hearmg it

| “We imde,rstaﬂdv the council

has given assurances that users

plans for- plans for-a £50mrlhon" bri

‘life centre’ in Central Park; to

_include an Olympic-sized pool

But the movehas provqked an

angry pubhc backlash

ment the Office of the Deputy i
Prime Minister had madeas to -

whether closing Seaton ' Pool
was in keeping with national
policies on health and obesity.

Minister for Local Govern-
ment Phil Woolas replied: “The
decision to close Seaton Pool
was taken by Plymouth- City
Council and is a matter for
them.

- urther steps were taken to

tackle the problem.

It estimated the overall cost of
obesity to the NHS at around
£1billion, with a further. cost.of
£2.3billion to £2:6billion for the
economy as a whole. :
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