Evening Herald, Friday, February 3, 2006

PLYMOUTH C(City Council has

stressed that it made the. contro-

versial decision to.close Seaton Pool

t amid confusion over who is to blame
for shutting the venue.

The authority has defended the proposed
closure of the pool at Derriford in April on its
website and the South West Regional De-
velopment Agency, which owns the site, has
also confirmed that it was the council which
made the decision.

Confusion reigned at a heated public meet-
ing on Wednesday night over who was to
blame, but the council says the decision was
made ‘reluctantly’ and it has plaus to relocate
§ schools and swimming clubs to Central Park
- and the College of St Mark and St-John.

. ‘Seaton Pool, on the Plymouth International
Business Park, was inherited from the armed
forces when Seaton Barracks closed. The coun-
cil says it ‘would cost more than £1million to
.‘bring the ageing building up to scratch.

The council’s lease on the site expired two
years ago. The authority has posted a detailed
statement: about thé pool’s closure on its web-
site, to be found at www.plymouth.gov.uk.

Conservative and Liberal Democrat coun-
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cillors have written to council chief executive
Barry Keel following the authority’s decision to
shut the pool, saying more should be done to
secure the future of the facility.

Cllr Vivien Pengelly, leader of the council’s
Tory opposition group, said: “We have a meet-
ing with him on Monday to discuss it and, once
we've heard more about it, we will see what we
do next.”

Lib Dem councillor Lee Finn has sent an
email to Mr Keel to find out more about the
closure, forwarding a copy to Richard Caborn
MP, the Minister for Sport and Tourism.

Cllr Finn said: “I believe there are some
serious points that need to be readdressed. 1

. hope for a response as soon as possible.”

A council ‘option appraisal’ report, published
in October, said the RDA was willing to sup-
port the provision of a swimming facility at the -
business park — but would not have helped pay
for the pool. . L

Another site on the business park couild have
been used, but the council would have had to.
pay for a new facility, it said.. -
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